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Americans usually don’t
stay in one place very long. In
fact, the average American
moves about 14 times in his
lifetime. He doesn’t live long
enough in one place to estab-
lish deep roots.

But Shirley Payne's family
hasn’t participated in the typi-
cal American transience. His
“roots” go deep in the Logan
County soil. Five generations
of his family have lived on the
same land for the past 131
years.

“My family has always
lived on that land and | expect
they'll keep on living there,”
Shirley said

His wife, Ruth, is the family
historian. She's traced both
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her family and Shirley’s family
back five or six generations. In
her research, she discovered
that she and Shirley are
related. Her grandfather and
Shirley’s great-grandfather
were brothers. “That makes us
third and one-half cousins,”
she said.

According to Ruth's records,
Shirley’s great-grandfather,
William Roach Shirley, trav-
eled from Virginia to lllinois
in 1846 to homestead the 120-
acre tract of land that became
known as the Shirley Planta-
tion. That same year he built a
large house on the land and
lived there until he died in
1862.
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““The house was very
beautiful, with two floors and
a large porch and balcony,”

Ruth said. “People could see
the house from miles away be-
cause the land is so flat
They'd all stop and admire the
house.”

Shirley’'s grandfather,
Spencer Henry Shirley, next
lived in the house from about
1862 1o 1907.

In 1869, to accommodate a
growing family, he built a sec-
ond house about 150 yards
from the larger house.

The smaller house is the
only one standing today be-
cause the plontation house
was torn down in the 1920s.

“Several years ago | found
the old 'S’ branding iron in the

P

small basement which is all
that's left of the first house,”
Shirley said.

They also have two rocking
chairs, a baby cradle and
many books and papers.

In one book, which appears
to be a notebook or ledger,
William Roach Shirley wrote in
1855 that the Logan County
area was a ‘‘great growing
land” with an “abundance of
rivers throughout the state.”

He even predicted the
future of the state:

“With the many railroad(s)
through the state giving it such
facilities for trade, will make it
in time the granary of nations
and homes of millions of
men.”
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