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They ‘Shirley’ Had Some Fun

WHEN Betty Shirley began tracing her husband’s family

history back in 1978, little did she dream that her search

would take her to England!

“I asked my husband what he knew of his grandparents,
and he said he knew only his grandfather’s name,” Betty says.
“His grandfather had died before my husband was even born.”

Betty’s curiosity was piqued, so she began to trace his
roots. I didn’t think it would be a big task,” she says, “be-
cause I thought a last name of Shirley was very unusual.”

Betty laughs now, because she was soon to find there are
over 12,000 households in America with that last name!

“I learned the Shirleys came from England, and were
some of the earliest arrivals in the New World,” Betty says.
“In fact, the treasurer of the company that financed the May-

= Memorable ‘Reunions=.

100 American Shirleys attended
reunion held at old British manor.
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flower was named James Shirley. And Governor William
Shirley of Massachusetts gave George Washington command
of the Virginia forces in the mid-1700s.”

Betty’s investigations led her to the original seat of the Shir-
ley family in England. It is a castle at Ettington, about 6 miles
from Stratford-upon-Avon—the birthplace of Shakespeare.

Betty led over 100 Shirley descendants to that castle in
1986 for a resounding reunion. Together, Shirleys from the
Old World and the New celebrated the 900th anniversary of
continual ownership of Shirley Manor at Ettington!

Major John Shirley, the 33rd Lord of the Manor, hosted the
reunion at his castle. In attendance was not only a Queen’s
representative, but the mayor of Stratford-upon-Avon.

“Bringing the family together was a very rewarding expe-
rience,” Betty says. “I never dreamed one simple question to
my husband would eventually lead me to another continent!”

This article appeared in the July/August 1992 issue of
REMINISCE MAGAZINE
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