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SHIRLEY HOUSE, VICKSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARK

This house belonged to James Shirley,
born in 1794, New Hampshire. He

was graduated at Dartmouth College,
read law at Albany, New York and soon
left for Augusta, Ga. where he was

in charge of an academy. He began

his practice in Florence, Alabama

and persued it in Huntsville, Ala.,
but finally settled in Vicksburg,
Mississippi. His character was
unblemished, his loyalty to the Union
uncompromising. It was his plantation
that the interview occurred between
General Grant and General Pomberton,
which lead to the surrender of
Vicksburg, Jult 4, 1863. The entrench-
ments ran through his front yard and
his house was destroyed. General
Grant gave him possession of the

house of a Confederate. After the
surrender of Vicksburg a great many
claimed to have been loyal and General
Grant referred their cases to Mr. Shirley,

General Grant was the commander of more
than 50,000 men in the Yankee Army whose
sole object at the time was to wrest
control of the Mississippi from the boys
in grey

The key to strategy of both was Vicksburg.
As long as that city of 5,000 (then)
stayed in the hands of the Confederates,
the CSA had a slim chance. Food and

other supplies, plus military replacements
could flow into the Confederacy from its
Western third.

If Vicksburg changed hands all would be
lost. The Yankees could use the fortress
city to control the river and choke off
supplies. On July 4, 1863, the day after
Pickett's charge at Gettysburg failed,
Vicksburg fell.

It was a bloody six weeks from May to
July. Union casualties totalled 10,000,
consisting of 1,500 dead, 7,500 wounded
and 1,000 missing. Grey losses were 9,000






